STUDENT HANDOUT: Upstander Graphic Organizer

Directions: As you review the information on the Upstanders of the Holocaust, complete the graphic organizer below. Answer the first two questions and then check if they were a resister or rescuer.

	Upstander Name
	What did they do?
	What happened to them?
	Resister
	Rescuer
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	Arvid and Mildred Harnack
	


	
	
	




STUDENT HANDOUT: Upstander Graphic Organizer

Questions:
1. What motivates people to act in the face of injustice?
	






2. What can you to make a difference in your community?
	









TEACHER ANSWER KEY: Upstander Graphic Organizer

Directions: As you review the information on the Upstanders of the Holocaust, complete the graphic organizer below. Answer the first two questions and then check if they were a resister or rescuer.

	Upstander Name
	What did they do?
	What happened to them?
	Resister
	Rescuer

	Chiune Sugihara
	Japanese Imperial Consul Chiune Sugihara, was the first Japanese diplomat posted in Lithuania.
In the absence of clear instructions from his government in Tokyo, Sugihara granted 10-day visas to Japan to hundreds of refugees who held Curaçao destination visas. After issuing some 1800 visas, Sugihara finally received a response to his cables alerting the Foreign Ministry in Tokyo of the situation in Lithuania. The Foreign Ministry reported that individuals with visas headed for the United States and Canada had arrived in Japan without money or final destination visas. In his response, Sugihara admitted to issuing visas to people who had not completed all arrangements for destination visas explaining that Japan was the only transit country available for going in the direction of the United States, and his visas were needed to leave the Soviet Union.
By the time the Soviets ordered all diplomatic consulates closed, in late August 1940, Sugihara had saved thousands of Jews over the course of just a few weeks.
	Sugihara and his family were held in a POW camp by the Soviets for eighteen months before they were released in 194. He was forced to resign his diplomatic position in 1947 and lived the remainder of his life in relative obscurity. 
In 1985, he was honored as one of the Righteous Among the Nations for his actions.
	
	X

	Jan and Miep Gies
	Jan and Miep helped hide Anne Frank and her family during the Holocaust, at a time when very few people protected their Jewish friends and neighbors from persecution and deportation. Jan and Miep Gies were two of the rare exceptions, and their courageous actions serve as an inspiration for all of us today and remind us of the need to stand up to hatred and injustice. After the war Miep devoted herself to preserving the memory of Anne Frank and the Holocaust. She frequently said that she risked her own safety to save the Frank family simply because it was the right thing to do.

Jan was active in the resistance from the beginning of 1943. He would go up to the annex every day after lunch to report the latest news and selected books for those in hiding from a friend’s private library each week.
	Both Jan and Miep survived the war and were both recognized as Righteous Among the Nations in 1972
	
	X

	Oskar Schindler
	Following the Nazi invasion of Poland, Oskar Schindler, a German Catholic industrialist, moved to Kraków and assumed responsibility for the operation of two formerly Jewish-owned manufacturers of enamel kitchenware. He then established his own enamelworks in Zabłocie, outside Kraków. That factory became a haven for about nine hundred Jewish workers providing them relief from the brutality of the Płaszów labor camp nearby. In October 1944, Schindler was granted permission to relocate his defunct enamelworks to Brünnlitz, Czechoslovakia -- this time as an armaments factory – and to take with him the Jewish workers from Zabłocie. He succeeded in transferring to Brünnlitz approximately 800 Jewish men from the Gross-Rosen camp and 300 Jewish women from Auschwitz, ensuring their humane treatment and, ultimately, saving their lives.
	After World War II, Schindler and his wife Emilie settled in Regensburg, Germany, until 1949, when they immigrated to Argentina. In 1957, permanently separated but not divorced from Emilie, Schindler returned alone to Germany. Schindler died in Germany, penniless and almost unknown, in October 1974. Many of those whose survival he facilitated—and their descendants—lobbied for and financed the transfer of his body for burial in Israel.
In 1993, he was honored as one of the Righteous Among the Nations for his actions.
	
	X

	Irena Sendler
	Irena Sendler, a 29-year-old Catholic, Polish social worker, was the head of the children's section of Żegota, a Polish underground council to aid Jews. Żegota provided her a permit into the Warsaw Ghetto. This allowed her to  smuggle Jewish children out and hide them with Polish families. Sendler  smuggled out hundreds of Jewish children in ambulances, trams, suitcases, and boxes. She hid their original names and locations in jars. She hoped

	Arrested in 1943, Sendler was severely tortured and sentenced to death. On her way to execution, a bribed German guard released her. She recovered, hid, and continued to save Jewish children. She assumed a new identity and continued her work for Żegota.

Irena survived the war and remained in Poland until her death in 2008. In 1965 she was recognized as Righteous Among the Nations.
	
	X

	Raoul Wallenberg
	Swedish diplomat, Raoul Wallenberg was sent to Budapest to protect and rescue Jews. He issued Swedish Certificates of Protection. He used funds from the American War Refugee Board and Sweden to establish safe houses. His was one of the largest rescue efforts. It saved close to 100,000 Jews. Wallenberg badgered German and Hungarian officers to release Jews. If threats did not work, he offered bribes, or directly intervened.
	Wallenberg was arrested by the Soviets upon liberation of Hungary. He died in Soviet captivity.

In 1963, he was honored as one of the Righteous Among the Nations.
	
	X

	Bielski Partisans
	
Tuvia, Asael and Zus Bielski were from a farming family near Nowogrodek in prewar Poland (present day Navahrudak in Belarus). Following the German invasion of the USSR in June 1941, the Bielski family was deported to the Nowogrodek ghetto. After their parents were killed by the Germans, they escaped the Nowogrodek Ghetto in December 1941 and formed a partisan group numbering about 30. By assisting Jews from ghettos in nearby cities to escape, the group expanded to about 700 over the subsequent eighteen months. Tuvia, the eldest of the brothers, was chosen to command the group.

In August 1943, the group was forced to make camp deep in the Naliboki Forest, northeast of Nowogrodek. Tuvia was determined to accept any Jews who asked to join the group. By the end of the war, the Bielski Family Camp had diverse industries and institutions including a school, bakery, infirmary and laundry.
	Asael was killed in January 1945 after being conscripted into the Red Army. In the summer of 1944, Belarus was liberated and the Bielski group, now numbering around 1200 people, emerged from the forests and went their separate ways. Tuvia and Zus emigrated to Mandate Palestine and took part in the Israeli War of Independence in 1948.
	X
	

	Varian Fry
	The White Rose was a non-violent, intellectual resistance group in Nazi Germany founded summer of 1942 by five students and one professor from the University of Munich. The group consisted of students Hans Scholl, Sophie Scholl, Christoph Probst, Alexander Schmorell, Willi Graf, and Professor Kurt Huber.
The founding members believed the German population needed to be stirred into action against the cancerous policies of the Nazi-controlled government. The White Rose wrote and distributed six leaflets that called on readers to resist the Nazi party, fight for freedom, and stand up for human rights.
	On February 18, 1943, Hans and Sophie were arrested distributing leaflets at the University of Munich. Hans had a copy of an unpublished seventh leaflet written by Christoph Probst at the time of his arrest. The Gestapo arrested Probst two days later. On February 22, 1943, Hans, Sophie, and Christoph were executed by guillotine.
The remaining members of the White Rose were later arrested and executed as well.
	
	X

	The White Rose
	The White Rose was a non-violent, intellectual resistance group in Nazi Germany founded summer of 1942 by five students and one professor from the University of Munich. The group consisted of students Hans Scholl, Sophie Scholl, Christoph Probst, Alexander Schmorell, Willi Graf, and Professor Kurt Huber.
The founding members believed the German population needed to be stirred into action against the cancerous policies of the Nazi-controlled government. The White Rose wrote and distributed six leaflets that called on readers to resist the Nazi party, fight for freedom, and stand up for human rights.
	On February 18, 1943, Hans and Sophie were arrested distributing leaflets at the University of Munich. Hans had a copy of an unpublished seventh leaflet written by Christoph Probst at the time of his arrest. The Gestapo arrested Probst two days later. On February 22, 1943, Hans, Sophie, and Christoph were executed by guillotine.
The remaining members of the White Rose were later arrested and executed as well.
	X
	

	Mordechai Anielewicz
	Mordechai Anielewicz was a commander of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 1943. He had joined Zionist groups before the outbreak of World War II. After Warsaw was occupied by German troops, he fled east, hoping to escape to Palestine. Picked up on the border to Romania, he ended up in Vilnius, a popular meeting point for Eastern European Jews at the time. 
He joined another left-wing Zionist youth group and returned to Warsaw to build up an underground organization and publish the magazine Against the Stream (Negeot Hazerem). When he heard about the crimes committed against Polish Jews, he set up the militant underground organization ŻOB (Żydowska Organizacja Bojowa), with the aim of actively fighting the German occupiers.
From that time on, he was a commander – his leading role in the active underground struggle has never been questioned. On January 18, 1943, his group fought its first battle with German soldiers. It then started preparing for an armed uprising in the Warsaw Ghetto, which began on April 18.
	He died along with many others, defending a basement in Mila Street on May 8, 1943. His goal was to show the world that Jews could counter the German oppressors in open battle and play their part in the military conflict with Germany.
	X
	

	Hannah Szenes
	Hannah Senesh was a paratrooper trained to help Allied efforts in Europe and assist anti-Nazi partisan fighters. She showed a talent for writing from a young age and wrote poetry that reflected the idealism and hope she had for her cause. 
In March 1944, she and 31 other parachutists landed in Yugoslavia with the goal of reaching Budapest. She spent three months with a partisan group before she crossed the border into Hungary. Hannah was captured quickly by the police and tortured over the next several months.
	Hannah was steadfast in her cause and never divulged information about mission. She was executed by firing squad on November 8, 1944, at 23 years old. She refused to wear a blindfold for the execution.
	X
	

	Róza Robota
	Róza  Robota was a Jewish underground activist in Auschwitz. In 1942, she was taken to Auschwitz on a transport and was one of the first inmates to be placed in the women’s camp at Birkenau. In 1943, a Jewish underground group formed in Auschwitz, which Róza quickly joined. 
She helped smuggle tiny amounts of explosives from the ammunition factory in Birkenau where she worked. They were given to the underground in Auschwitz I and the Sonderkommando working in the crematoria. In October, there was a revolt by the Sonderkommando. Nearly 250 prisoners died during the fighting and another 200 were shot after the revolt.
	During and investigation of the revolt, she and three other women were arrested. She was tortured for information, but never revealed others involved.
On January 6, 1945, she and three fellow underground members were hanged, just 21 days before Auschwitz was liberated by the Soviet army.
	X
	

	Corrie ten Boom
	Corrie ten Boom and her family were members of the Dutch Reformed Church. They opposed Nazi persecution of Jews as injustice to humanity. She and her family helped nearly 800 Jewish people the Nazis during the Holocaust. 
The family hid Jewish escapees in a secret room built in Corrie’s bedroom behind a false wall. The space could hold up to six people that had to stand completely still during security sweeps. Once the Gestapo was gone, they would be transferred to other rescuers to continue their journey.


	On February 28, 1944, an informant told the Nazi’s about the family's activities and the Gestapo raided their homes. The entire family were arrested and sent to prison. Her father died in prison. Corrie and one of her sister Betsie were sent to Ravensbrück concentration camp, near Berlin. Betsie in the camp on December 16, 1944. Soon after Corrie was released for reasons unknown.
After the war, Corrie set up a rehabilitation center for concentration camp survivors. In 1946, she began a worldwide ministry that took her to 60 nations. Corrie died on her 91st birthday, April 15, 1983. 
In 1967, she was recognized as one of the Righteous Among the Nations.
	
	X

	Hanneke Ippisch
	Hanneke Ippisch helped rescue Jewish children and aided the Dutch resistance during the Holocaust.
Hanneke became involved in rescue efforts after watching one of her classmates and their family arrested and deported by the Nazis. She would help ferry children to safety in Friesland and joined the resistance in 1944. She was responsible for carrying money for the resistance and arranging meetings for senior members.
	She and other members were arrested on January 27, 1945, in Amsterdam. While the leader of the resistance was executed, Hanneke survived the war. 
She moved to California after the war where she worked as an art teacher and ran a Dutch restaurant. She gave lectures on her war experiences and wrote several children’s books. Hanneke died in 2012 at the age of 87.
	X
	X

	Aristides de Sousa Mendes
	The Portuguese diplomat, Aristides de Sousa Mendes, was his country’s consul general in Bordeaux, France. The German occupation prompted tens of thousands of refugees, including thousands of Jews, to flee south in the hope of exiting France via the only remaining avenue of escape, the southern border into Spain and Portugal, and then sailing for America. 
The Portuguese dictator, António de Oliveira Salazar, permitted holders of visas for overseas to transit through Portugal, but closed the borders to refugees without visas, thus shutting the last avenue of hope. Some 30,000 refugees, including 10,000 Jews were desperately trying to obtain the piece of paper that would extricate them from France. Sousa Mendes, a devout and good-hearted Catholic, decided to help the refugees despite his government’s orders. He set up an improvised office in the consulate and, with the help of two of his sons and several Jews who were waiting nearby, began to issue transit permits.
	A rumor about Sousa Mendes’s actions reached Lisbon, which summarily ordered him to return to his homeland at once. The Portuguese Government dismissed Sousa Mendes from his position in the Foreign Ministry and left him destitute and unable to support his large family. He explained his actions: “If thousands of Jews are suffering because of one Christian [Hitler], surely one Christian may suffer for so many Jews.” Sousa Mendes died penniless in 1954.
In 1966, he was recognized as one of the Righteous Among the Nations.
	
	X

	Arvid and Mildred Harnack
	Arvid and Mildred Harnack led a resistance group in Berlin that was loosely connected to the Red Orchestra. The Red Orchestra were independent espionage and anti-Nazi resistance networks across Europe.
Arvid, a German lawyer and economist, and Mildred, an American university professor, were joined by friends and acquaintances that disagreed with the Nazi government. The group gathered intelligence to share with the Allies and printed leaflets to incite resistance among the German population. They also helped people escape Nazi persecution.
	The Harnacks were arrested in 1942 by the Gestapo. Arvid was executed the same year and Mildred was executed in 1943. She was the only American civilian executed on the direct order of Adolf Hitler.
	X
	X




