


March 12, 1938:
 Germany incorporates Austria into the Third Reich.


September 29, 1938:
 Germany, Italy, Great Britain, and France sign the Munich Agreement which forces the Czechoslovak Republic to cede the Sudetenland, including key Czechoslovak military defense positions, to Nazi Germany.

March 14–15, 1939:
 Under German pressure, the Slovaks declare their independence and form a Slovak Republic. The Germans occupy the dismantled Czech lands in violation of the Munich agreement and form the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia.



March 31, 1939:
 France and Great Britain guarantee the integrity of the borders of the Polish state.



August 23, 1939:
 Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union sign the Nazi-Soviet Pact (a non-aggression agreement and a secret protocol dividing eastern Europe into spheres of influence).


September 1, 1939:
Germany invades Poland, initiating World War II in Europe. Honoring their guarantee of Poland’s borders, Great Britain and France declare war on Germany.



September 27, 1939:
 Warsaw surrenders. Germany and the Soviet Union divide Poland between them.




April 9, 1940:
Germany invades Denmark and Norway. Denmark surrenders on the day of the attack. Norway holds out until June 9.


May 10, 1940 – June 22, 1940:
Germany attacks France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg. On June 22, France signs an armistice agreement: Germany occupies the northern half of the country and the entire Atlantic coastline. In southern France, a collaborationist regime with its capital in Vichy is established. Hundreds of thousands of Jews in western Europe were now under Nazi control.




June 10, 1940:
Italy declares war on Great Britain and France, officially entering World War II on the “Axis” side, fighting with Germany.



September 27, 1940:
 Germany, Italy, and Japan sign the Tripartite Pact.





April 6, 1941–June 1941: Germany invades Yugoslavia and Greece.




December 7-8, 1941:
 Japan bombs Pearl Harbor. The United States declares war on Japan, entering World War II on the side of the Allies. 



February 2, 1943:
Germans are defeated by the Soviets at Stalingrad. This is a turning point in the War, as the Soviets begin pushing German forces back.



September 8, 1943:
Italy officially surrenders to Allies. Nazi Germany immediately invades and occupies northern and central Italy. Soon Italian Jews are rounded up for deportation.


March 19, 1944:
Nazi Germany invades Hungary and begins to deport 440,000 Jews to Auschwitz.






June 4, 1944:
 Allied troops liberate Rome. 



June 6, 1944:
 British, US, and Canadian troops successfully land on the Normandy beaches of France in D-Day Invasion, opening a “Second Front” against the Germans.

August 25, 1944:
 Free French forces, supported by Allied troops, enter Paris. By September, the Allies reach the German border. By December, virtually all of France, most of Belgium, and part of the southern Netherlands are liberated.

December 16, 1944:
 The Germans launch a final offensive in the west, known as the Battle of the Bulge, in an attempt to re-conquer Belgium and split the Allied forces along the German border. By January 1, the Germans are in retreat.



January 12, 1945:
 The Soviets launch a new offensive, liberating Warsaw and Krakow in January.




April 16, 1945:
 The Soviets launch their final offensive, encircling Berlin.





April 30, 1945:
 Hitler commits suicide.






May 7, 1945:
Germany signs unconditional surrender.
