

January 30, 1933:
Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany, appointed by German President Paul von Hindenburg.



February 28, 1933: 
Reichstag Fire Decree gave the German government emergency powers to suspend freedoms, censor the press, and arrest political opponents.



March 22, 1933: 
Dachau Concentration Camp opens. It was first created to hold political prisoners that opposed the Nazi government.



March 23, 1933: 
Parliament passes the “Enabling Act,” which allowed Hitler to create laws without parliament’s approval. This created a dictatorship in Germany

Intimidation


April 1, 1933: 
The Nazi Party organizes a one- day boycott of Jewish businesses. This is the first step to exclude Jews from the economy.

April 7, 1933:
German government passes a civil service law to remove Jews and political opponents from civil service jobs. Most Jewish lawyers also lost their license to practice law.

April 25, 1933: 
German government passes an education law ensuring Jewish students make up no more than 5% of the public school population. Many had to leave their schools and attend private schools.

Exclusion
Exclusion

May 10, 1933:
University students burn “un-German” books in 34 towns and cities. Un-German books included anti-Nazi ideas or books written by Jews and political opponents.



October 4, 1933: 
The “Editors’ Law” was passed, prohibiting Jews from working as newspaper editors or journalists.


Intimidation

August 1934:
Adolf Hitler becomes Fuhrer, with no limits or restraints on his power. This creates a dictatorship in Germany.



September 15, 1935: 
The “Nuremberg Race Laws” redefined German citizenship. These laws identified Jews as a separate race and removed their citizenship.



November 26, 1935:
German citizenship laws were expanded. Roma, Sinti and Afro-Germans also lost their citizenship.



August 17, 1938: 
A Jewish name law required those without a Jewish first name to take Israel or Sara as middle names. Jews’ IDs were marked with a “J” to easily identify them.
November 9 -10, 1938:
Nazi officials instigate a wave of violent anti-Jewish pogroms across Germany, Austria and Czechoslovakia. These events are called “Kristallnacht,” or “Night of Broken Glass” because of the Jewish homes, business and synagogues that were destroyed. 30,000 Jewish men were arrested and sent to concentration camps.

November 12, 1938: 
The “Decree on the Exclusion of Jews from Economic Life” stripped Jews of their rights to own a business or engage in trade.


Separation

December 2, 1938: Kindertransports begin to take children to safety in the United Kingdom.




October 8, 1939: 
German authorities establish the first ghetto in occupied Poland.


Separation
Separation

June 14, 1940: 
Auschwitz Concentration Camp is opened in occupied Poland. More than 1.1 million people died at Auschwitz during the Holocaust.


September 1, 1941: 
Nazi Germany requires Jews to wear yellow Star of David patch to identify them.





December 8, 1941: 
Chelmno Killing Center opens to mass murder Jews, Poles, Soviet POWs and Roma in Nazi-occupied Poland.
Loss

January 16, 1942:
Nazis begin mass deportations of Jews from ghettos to concentration camps and killing centers.


January 20, 1942:
Nazis hold Wannsee Conference to discuss logistics of the “Final Solution”—a code name for mass murder of all European Jews.


March 17, 1942:
Nazis begin murder of 1.5 million Jews throughout occupied Poland, called “Operation Reinhard”. 


April 14, 1943:
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising begins. When German troops entered the ghetto to deport remaining Jews, armed resistance fighters attacked. Greatly outnumbered, they fought for nearly one month before Nazi defeat.

Loss
Loss


January - April 1945:
Soviet and American troops liberate Nazi Concentration Camps.

Survival


May 7, 1945:
German forces surrender, marking the end of WWII in Europe.

